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Information Corner 


Write plainly. We ask those who send in names of new subscribers to kindly 
write name and address plainly, or have another write for them. At different times 
we have received a list of new subscriptions, especially from Dakota; it was impossible 
to read them. In such cases ‘““Tabernacle and Purgatory’’ cannot be mailed to the 
new subscribers, who gave the money to be sent in, and they wonder why they do not 
receive the magazine. 


If you send 50 cents for renewal of subscription, kindly do not expect an answer. 
The fact that you continue receiving the magazine will itself be a receipt. In this 
way we will save time, expense and labor. 


Canadian Money. The subscription price for England and Canada is 75 cents. 
A Canadian dollar will pay your subscription for 1 year as it has depreciated 15 %. 


Do not fail to sign letters or give name when you remit subscription. Some- 
times money is received, but no name is given, even the post mark is illegible. We 
cannot credit these persons’ subscription; then a statement will be sent them when their 
subscription expires according to our list, and this causes trouble because they really 
have paid. However, as no name was signed, credit could not be given them. 














‘*Jesus has now many lovers of His heavenly kingdom, but few bearers of His Cross. 
He exhorts all that desire to follow Him, to bear the Cross, saying: ‘If any one will 
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come after Me, let Him deny aaanaaed and take up his Cross and follow Me. 
— Imitation of Christ, B. 2. ch. xi., xii. 
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Mystery of Our Savior’s 
Passion and Death 


Reflections for Lent. 





UR Savior suffered as man, in his human nature; 
for as God, in His Divine nature, He could not 
have suffered. Although only the human nature 
of Christ suffered, not the Divine nature, never- 
theless, it always remains true that God suffered 

%4 for us, God died for us. He who suffered and 
died on the Cross is true God, and no other than God. The 
human nature was only the voluntary instrument, as it were, of 
which the Son of God availed Himself in order to accomplish 
the work of our Redemption by His Passion and death. 

O miracle of goodness and mercy! God the Creator of 
heaven and earth, suffers for His creatures! The King and Master 
of all things suffers for His servants! The most innocent One 
suffers for guilty man! God, the author of life, dies for us who 
were held in the bonds of eternal death! In the Old Law God 
sent an angel to serve as a guide and protector for young Tobias. 
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This was truly a great favor. But to us He sent His only-begotten 
Son, the King of angels, to suffer and die. Who can measure 
the greatness of this favor! 

Our Blessed Redeemer suffered inexpressibly all His life. 
Finally, He endured the agony of death on Mount Olivet, was 
betrayed by Judas, taken captive, mocked, spit upon, scourged, 
crowned with thorns and at last nailed to the Cross. 

No human being ever suffered so much as our Adorable 
Savior. Rightly are these words of the prophet Jeremias placed 
on Our Lord’s lips: “Attend and see if there be any sorrow like to 
My sorrow ... Great as the sea is My destruction” (Lam. i. 12; ii. 13). 


Anguish of Soul. 


Never did a creature endure such unutterable sorrow and 
anguish as overwhelmed our Savior on Mount Olivet. It arose 
in the first place from His grief over the countless sins of mankind, 
which He had taken upon Himself. This intense grief and sorrow 
was incomparably greater than ever man experienced or could 
experience, because Christ alone could realize the full wickedness 
and malice of sin. 

Our Savior’s excessive sorrow resulted, secondly, from the 
painful foreknowledge that so many persons would not benefit by 
the merits of His Passion, and would be eternally lost. Not even 
the greatest of saints ever took to heart the misfortune and ruin 
of others as did our Divine Lord, because no one ever loved 
mankind so deeply. No one but a God made man could so 
perfectly and clearly comprehend the full extent and the fathomless 
abyss of misery that arises from sin. 

A third reason of the unparalleled anguish and sorrow of 
our Redeemer was His natural dread for the manifold sufferings 
and excruciating tortures of death that awaited Him. He foresaw 
all the torments of His Passion with a certainty and clearness, as 
never a person could have foreseen his death. So unspeakably 
great was our Savior’s sorrow in His bloody sweat, that this alone 
would have sufficed to cause His death, had not His Divinity 
Strengthened and preserved Him for still greater sufferings. All 
this overpowering grief forced Him to cry out: “My soul is 
sorrowful unto death” (Matt. xxvi. 38). 


Black Ingratitude. 


Never did man experience such black ingratitude; never did 
anyone bear such utter ignominy as did Jesus, our Redeemer. 
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It would be impossible for any person to meet with a like 
ingratitude and contempt. Ingratitude is the greater in proportion 
to the greatness of benefits received. Contempt becomes all the 
more insulting, according to the distinguished rank of the person 
offended. Does it not follow, then, that the contempt and 
ingratitude shown toward the Son of God cannot find its equal! 
For His benefits are of infinite worth; His Person is infinitely 
worthy of veneration. 

How bitter was the ingratitude, not only of the people and 
the city of Jerusalem, but even of His disciples and most intimate 
friends! One of their number delivered Him into the hands of 
His enemies by the traitor’s kiss; a second denied Him thrice, 
and the last time even by an oath; the others cowardly fled at 
the approach of danger. 

And what ignominy was heaped upon Him to whom is due 
all honor and adoration in heaven and earth! Taken captive 
like a malefactor and bound with ropes, He was dragged through 
the Streets of Jerusalem before Annas and Caiphas, amid jeers 
and mockery. The supreme court declared Him a blasphemer 
and guilty of death. He was delivered to the pagan governor 
and falsely accused at his tribunal. King Herod clothed Him in 
the mantle of a fool.. The barbarous executioners and filthy rabble 
scoffed at Him, spat upon His adorable countenace, pulled out His 
hair, and struck Him on the mouth! Barabbas, a murderer, was 
preferred to Him by His chosen people, and finally, at their 
clamorous demand, Pilate condemned Him to the disgraceful 
death of the Cross, of which it is written, “Cursed is everyone 
that hangeth on a tree” (Gal. iii. 13). 


Tortures of the Body. 


Untold, unnumbered were the tortures endured by our Divine 
Redeemer in all the members of His sacred Body. He was torn 
and lacerated by the bloody scourging. By the painful crown 
of thorns, He was so piteously maltreated, that Pilate, hoping 
His suffering condition would suffice to move even His bitterest 
enemy to compassion, presented Him to the people with the 
meaningful words, “Behold the man!” (John xix. 5.) 

Who can describe what Jesus suffered amid kicks and blows 
as He dragged the heavy Cross up to Calvary on His mangled 
shoulders! What He suffered at the place of execution when 
His garments were violently torn from His body and all the 
Wounds of His scourging reopened! What must have been His 
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anguish when He was roughly seized and cast upon the tree of 
the Cross; when the huge nails were driven through His sacred 
hands and feet! Oh! what tortures convulsed His frame when 
He hung for three hours on the infamous gibbet of the Cross, 
derided and blasphemed in His bitter agony! Nor did He bow 
His head in death until He had tasted vinegar and gall, the last 
drop in His chalice of suffering! 

The martyrs, indeed, endured many and meen sufferings; 
but God mitigated their pains to such a high degree by the balm 
of heavenly consolation, that frequently they rejoiced amidst 
their cruel torments. Jesus alone experienced the most excruci- 
ating tortures without the least comfort, without the least alleviation. 
He felt abandoned by heaven and earth, and this desolation 
wrung from Him that plaintive cry: “My God, My God, why 
hast Thou forsaken Me?” (Matt. xxvii. 46.) 


S930 SOS 
The Dearest Book. 


Pea IVE — me — my — Book,” pleaded St. Philip Benizi in a 
| broken voice, as he neared death; “give me my Book!” 





His confreres who stood about his bed, could not guess 
at first what he meant, and brought now this book, now 
that. Philip refused them all, and begged ever more earnefgtly, 
“Give —me — my — Book!’ While saying this, he kept his eyes 
riveted on the crucifix which lay ona table. One of the fathers 
perceived this; he took it and placed it in the saint’s hands. 
St. Philip received it amid tears and joyful emotion, pressed it 
reverently and tenderly to his heart and said, “Yes, this is my 
Book, my dearest Book! In this I have read all my life long! With 
this Book I desire to bring my life to a close.” Soon after the 
servant of God breathed forth his soul while most tenderly 
kissing and embracing the crucifix. 

Jesus Crucified, was and is the Book for all saints and elect. 
Herein they all read day and night. From this they drew divine 
wisdom and strength, exceedingly great comfort, heavenly bliss, 
unshaken confidence for their salvation. The wickedness and 
heinousness of sin, the inexorable rigor of Divine justice, the 
boundless love and mercy of the Heavenly Father, is with radiant 
clearness and shining letters written in this book of the 
Sacred Body and Wounds of Jesus. St. Lawrence Justinian 
therefore calls the Crucified, “an open Book in which the whole 


ees 


St. Thomas of Aquin declares that he learned more in the Book of the Crucified, than in all 
other books together. This picture represents St. Thomas hearkening to the words of the uated, 
who spoke to him thus: “‘Thou hast written well of Me, Thomas, My son. What reward shall I 


give thee?”’ ‘“‘None other,” replied St. Thomas. “than Thyself, O Lord. 
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science of a God-pleasing life is learned.” And the angelic Doctor, 
St. Thomas of Aquin declares that he derived more knowledge 
from the Book of the Crucified than from all other books together. 

Jesus Crucified should likewise be our Book. “Our Lord 
Himself,” says the ardent lover of Christ Crucified, St. Lawrence . 
Justinian, “wrote this Book, not on paper, nor on wood, not on 
stone, but in His own flesh, with His own Blood; and in order 
that every one could read it, he opened its pages in broad day- 
light, on Mount Calvary.” It is in this book we find described 
the glad message of our Redemption and sanctification, the 
mysteries of the holiness and justice of God, the superabundant 
love and mercy of our Redeemer and all the magnificent examples 
of virtue of our Divine Model, especially His patience and humility, 
His obedience towards His Heavenly Father, and His love for man- 
kind and for enemies. If we wish to experience sorrow for our 
sins and weep tears of penance, let us read this Book; if we 
desire to become inflamed with holy love, or obtain comfort 
and strength in trials, let us, too, read and reread in this Book, 
the oftener the better. 

My Jesus Crucified, Thou art the Book of books! | will turn 
over the leaves of this Book day and night; it shall be my hand- 
book, my guide to life eternal. May we with Blessed Henry Suso 
say to our Crucified Lord: “Teach me the true wisdom of life in 
the school of Thy Divine Heart, purify and perfec my knowledge 
in Thy sacred Wounds! O my Crucified Lord, Thou shalt 
henceforth be my only Book, the most excellent object of my 
meditation, that day by day I may draw from the fountain of 
grace, from Thy five holy Wounds, grace and salvation, that I 
may wash away my sins in Thy Blood and enkindle in my heart 
love for my dying, Crucified Savior.” 

Let us conclude this meditation with the exclamations of the 
great and privileged servant of God, Marie Lataste, to whom God 
in'a vision showed the mystery of the Crucified Redeemer: “O Jesus 
on the Cross, salvation of my soul! O Cross of Jesus, salvation of the 
world! O Jesus on the Cross, God dying for my sins! O Cross 
of Jesus, deliverance from my iniquities! O Jesus on the Cross, 
Repairer of the injury done to God! O Cross of Jesus, splendid 
and glorious pledge of the forgiveness of God the Father! O Jesus 
on the Cross, Liberator of the human race! O Cross of Jesus, 
buckler against Satan, the world, and our passions! O Jesus on 
the Cross, felicity in our sufferings and troubles! O Cross of 
Jesus, rainbow of the compassion of God! O Jesus on the Cross, it 
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is my sins which have caused Thy death! O Cross of Jesus, it 
is my sins which have reddened thee with the Blood of my 
Savior! O Jesus on the Cross, let me be ever near to Thee, with 
Thee, in Thee! O Cross of Jesus, may I embrace thee forever, 
and die pressing thee to my heart! 

“O Cross of Jesus, mystery in time! O Cross of Jesus, mystery 
in eternity! O Jesus on the Cross, Thou ravishest our hearts on 
earth! O Jesus on the Cross, Thou captivatest our minds on 
earth! O Jesus on the Cross, Thou attractest all eyes to Thee! O 
Jesus on the Cross, life of our life! O Jesus on the Cross, death 
of our death! O Jesus on the Cross, happiness and bliss of the 
soul on earth! O Jesus on the Cross, hope of the happiness and 
bliss of heaven! O Cross of Jesus, may I bear thee on my shoulders, 
not for a moment, like the Cyrenian, but for my whole life, for 
all my days; and let me, with thee, present myself to God to ask 
mercy of Him for all eternity!” 

We are happy indeed to offer to our dear readers for the holy 
Lenten season a most suitable book which speaks to the hearts of its 
readers in a touching manner filling them with love and compassion 
for our Crucified Lord. This book is none other than the Passion 
of Our Lord Jesus Christ, according to the revelations of Anna 
Catherine Emmerich. May it become a great blessing for parents 
and children. Price $2.00 postpaid. 


SOS SS 
Why Mary Had to Share in the 


Sufferings of Our Savior. 


O one was so closely connected with the Passion of 
N Christ as the Blessed Virgin Mary. For this reason 





Holy Church commemorates the sorrows of the Mother 

of God on two different. occasions, namely, on the 
Friday before Palm Sunday, and according to the present 
regulations, on September 15th. 

A person might ask why Mary, the purest and holiest of 
creatures, was not preserved from these sufferings. Could or 
ought God not to have spared these sufferings to the Blessed 
Virgin, by calling her away from this world before Jesus died, or 
by keeping her from sharing in the sufferings of Christ? No. 
The compassion with our Lord was not accidental, but necessary 
and established in God’s eternal plan of Redemption. Mary had 
to suffer with Christ: as the second Eve, as our Mother, as the 
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representative of mankind, as our Mediatrix, and finally, as the 
representative and model of the Church and its members. 


* * * 


Mary had to suffer as the second Eve. According to St. Paul, 
Adam, in many regards, prefigured, or rather foreshadowed the 
second Adam, Christ. To the resemblance between the first and 
second Adam belongs especially the following: In the natural 
order of things, God built up the human race in a physical, natural 
and moral regard, on the two sexes, the masculine and feminine. 
The natural order is the subordinate image or reflection of the 
supernatural order; for this reason, the Woman also had to fill 
her place in the latter order. 

Therefore, beside our natural ancestor, Adam, we see also 
the woman, Eve; how she in a prominent manner shared in the 
first sin, yea, introduced it. For this reason, it was necessary 
that beside the second Adam, Christ, who by His bitter Passion 
and death had to repair the fall of our first parents, there should 
also stand the Woman, or a second Eve, who by participating 
in the sufferings of Christ, had to repair the sinful co-operation 
of the first Eve. This Woman, or second Eve, is Mary, especially 
as the Mother of Sorrows. 


* * * 


Mary had to suffer with Christ as our Mother. Mary is our 
supernatural Mother by her position in God’s plan of Redemption, 
but she was to become our Mother by taking an actual part in 
the work of Redemption. Mary is our Mother through her 
relationship with God the Father. The Heavenly Father and 
Mary claim one and the same Divine Son in common. And as 
the Father accepts as His children, besides His own Son, all those 
who are baptized, so Mary must accept in common with the 
Father, the adopted children, and be their Mother. Mary is the 
Mother of the God-man, the Head of the Redeemed; and since 
the children of the Church are members of the Head, therefore 
Mary must likewise be the Mother of the members — which are 
the faithful. 

Mary became the Mother of Christ through the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Mary becomes the Mother of Christ’s brethren by 
the same Holy Spirit. Mary, however, was to be our Mother 
also by her actual co-operation. The words of God to the first 
Eve: “Thou shalt be under thy husband’s power, and in sorrow 
bring forth thy children” (Gen. iii. 16), refer in a spiritual sense 
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to Mary. As Christ by His Passion and death became our second 
ancestral Father, so Mary, by her participation in the sufferings 
of Christ was to become our ancestral Mother. For this reason, 
our dying Savior declared from the Cross, that Mary had become 
our Mother by the act of her compassion, when He said, “Woman, 
behold (in John and those redeemed) thy son; (and,) Son, 
behold thy Mother!” Thus Mary as the Mother of Sorrows is 
in reality our Mother. 

Mary had to suffer with Christ as our Mediatrix. The power 
and intercession of Mary are founded on many reasons or titles: 
She is the most powerful Mediatrix on account of the greatness 
of her sanctity; for “The Lord will do the will of them that fear 
Him” (Ps. cxliv. 19). She is the most powerful Mediatrix as 
Mother of the God-man and on account of her love and service 
for Him. But she is this powerful Mediatrix especially on account 
of the sufferings ‘which she shared in the most perfect manner 
with her Son. Mary is the Mediatrix in applying to us the grace 
of Redemption, because as the Mother of Sorrows beneath the 
Cross she merited this privilege of which she makes the most 
liberal use. 


* * * 


Mary had to suffer with Christ as the representative and 
model of the Church and her members. The suffering of Christ 
is certainly in itself superabundant and on account of the Divinity 
of Christ, of infinite worth. Consequently, no other co-operation 
would be needed. Nevertheless, God in His wisdom desired that 
in addition to the sufferings of the God-man, there should be 
also that of a pure creature, particularly for the purpose of 
applying the sufferings of Christ to mankind. This pure creature 
was in the first place, Mary, the Mother of Sorrows. To her 
may be most fittingly applied the words of St. Paul, “I fill up 
those things that are wanting of the sufferings of Christ, in my 
flesh for His body, which is the Church” (Col. i. 24). Thus 
Mary suffered with Christ, the Head, as a model for the Church 
and her members. Christ continues to live as the Head, in His 
mysterious body, the Church, and continually renews His bloody 
Sacrifice by the unbloody Sacrifice of the Mass. 

As Mary, our Mother, shared the bloody Sacrifice with Christ, 
the Head, so according to her example, the members of the 
Church must continually sacnfice themselves with Jesus Christ 
on the altar. The more this is done by the members of the 
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Church, according to Mary’s example, the more will the grace 
of Redemption become effective for mankind. In this sense it 
is true that the Sacrifice of Redemption in itself, without the co- 
operation of the members of the Church, is insufficient, namely, for 
the purpose of applying to mankind the fruits of the Sacrifice 
of Christ. 

We see, therefore, that the sufferings of Mary, the Mother of 
Sorrows, are not accidental, but were decreed for her position 
as second Eve, as our Mother, as the ideal representative of the 
human race, as our most powerful Mediatrix, and the model of 
the Church and her members. When we venerate the Passion 
of Christ, let us at the same time venerate Mary, the Mother of 
Sorrows. To make amends for our coldness and hard-heartedness 
toward our suffering, dying Savior, let us frequently offer Him 
the compassion, the sympathy and sorrows of His most Holy 
Mother. Let us do so in all our devotions to the Passion of 
Christ: when we pray the sorrowful rosary, make the Way of the 
Cross, and particularly at the Sacrifice of the Mass, which is the 
renewal of the bitter Passion and death of Jesus Christ. Let us 
then offer to God our Redeemer’s Passion, His Heart, His Precious 
Blood, in union with the Mother of Sorrows, who as the most 
worthy Priestess and representative of mankind, offered to God 
the Sacrifice of her Son beneath the Cross. 


Holy Mother pierce me through, 
In my heart each Wound renew, 
Of my Savior crucified. 


DODO SO 


Mary Bewails the Death of Her Son. 


‘“Where now is Thy beauty and comeliness, ny Son? Take pity 
on Thy Mother, now desolate and bereaved, O my Son. Pity poor 
Mary, left behind all alone, O my sweetest One. Have pity, O most 
dutiful Son, and console me. My Son, regard my tears, hearken to 
my sighs and groans and open Thy mouth. Give me consolation, my 
Son; for I have not where at all even to lay my head. I have none, 
neither father nor mother, brother nor sister, now toconsole me. Thou 
art my Father, Thou my Brother, Thou my Son. ‘Thou to me art 
life, breath, hope and protection. Thou my consolation, Thou my 
Lord and my God.” — St. Ephrem. 
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Jesus Returns from His Forty Days’ Fast. 


The Revelations of Anna Catherine Emmerich continued. 





T daybreak Jesus crossed the Jordan at one of 
those narrow places where He had passed over 
forty days ago. Jesus now walked along the 
ay 4 east side of the Jordan down to the place oppo- 
SS) Mn site John’s baptism. John was teaching and 
Mas =4 baptizing, but he immediately pointed over and 
exclaimed: Behold the Lamb of God who taketh away the sins of 
the world! 

Andrew and Saturnin, who were standing with John, hastened 
across the Jordan. They hastened after Jesus, who turning 
round and coming toward them, asked whom they were seeking. 
Hereupon Andrew was joyful at having found Him again. Jesus 
remained that day with the disciples in Bethabara, and took a 
meal with them. He spoke of the beginning of His mission of 
teaching and that He would gather disciples about Him. Andrew 
suggested a number of his acquaintances, and praised them for 
this purpose, He mentioned Peter, Philip and Nathanael. 

Jesus spoke also of baptism here at the Jordan, and that a 
few of them ought to baptize here. The disciples replied that 
there was no convenient place here for baptism, only where John 
was baptizing; but it would not be well to crowd him out. Jesus, 
however, spoke of John’s destiny and mission, that it was nearly 
accomplished, and approved of all the words John had spoken 
of himself and the Messiah. 

Jesus also spoke of the preparation in the desert for His 
mission of teaching, and of the preparation that is necessary for 
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every important work. He was loving and confidential towards 
the disciples, but they were somewhat timid and humble. 

Andrew and Saturnin baptized. All those who received 
baptism were wonderfully affected and moved. He who baptized 
dipped water upon them three times with his hand, and baptized 
in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, which 
John did notdo. A great number of persons came to be baptized. 

On a hill near by, Jesus taught of penance and baptism, and 
of the Holy Ghost, He said: “My Father sent down the Holy 
Ghost when I was baptized, and said: This is My beloved Son 
in whom I am well pleased. But this He says to every one who 
loves His Heavenly Father and repents of his sins. And upon 
all who are baptized in the name of the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Ghost, He sends down His Holy Spirit, and all are then 
His sons in whom He is well pleased; because He is the Father 
of all who receive His baptism, and thereby are regenerated for 
Him.” 

“I Must Always Wonder.” 

I must always wonder at the brevity with which all this is 
recorded in the Gospel, for example, how Jesus, when Andrew 
followed Him, immediately came together with Peter, who was 
not there at all, but in Galilee. But still more surprising it seems 
to me, that after the entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, the 
Last Supper and Passion should follow so soon, when | always 
hear so many teachings of Jesus between, and see so many days. 
So it seems to me, Jesus will likely tarry here at the Jordan 
about fourteen days before He goes to Galilee. 

Andrew had really not yet been received as a disciple. Jesus 
did not call him, he came of his own accord and offered himself, 
he would like to be with Jesus. He was more anxious to offer 
his services than Peter, who very easily thought: for this | am 
not good enough, this surpasses my strength; and so he continued 
pursuing his business. Also Saturnin and the two nephews of 
Joseph of Arimathea, Aram and Themeni, followed Jesus. 

Many more of the disciples of John, whose place of baptism 
was becoming ever more deserted, would have come to Jesus, 
had not several head-strong disciples of John’s kept them away. 
They complained about it to John, and thought it was not right 
for Jesus to baptize here, as that was not His business; and John 
had all he could do to instruct them regarding their short-sighted- 
ness. He told them to recall his words, how he had always 
foretold that he would only prepare the way, and that he would 
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now soon leave this work entirely after the ways would be pre- 
pared. But they loved John dearly, and could not understand 
it at all. It was already so crowded at Jesus’ place of baptism, 
that He told His disciples, they would journey further tomorrow. 

Jesus, with about twenty companions, among them Andrew, 
Saturnin, Aram and Themeni of Bethabara, crossed the Jordan 
at the usual easy place of passage, and leaving Gilgal to the 
right, journeyed toward the town of Ophra which lay concealed 
in a narrow mountain valley. The people here were not bad, but 
tepid, as tradesmen and tavern-keepers often are, when they have 
a good business. They have not yet troubled themselves much 
about John’s baptism. They did not hunger for salvation; it was 
the same as in a place of which it is said, they have a good income. 


Jesus Begins to Teach in Public. 


When they came near Ophra, Jesus sent the nephews of 
Joseph of Arimathea in advance, to ask for the keys of the 
synagogue, and to assemble the people for His teaching. He 
always used them for such offices, as they were very affable and 
well-mannered. When He entered the town, the possessed and 
insane came around Jesus, and already from afar cried out, “Here 
comes the Prophet, the Son of God, Jesus Christ, our enemy! 
He will drive us out!” Jesus commanded them to be siler*. 
All became quiet and they followed Him into the synagogue, 
which was at the farther end of the town. He taught here until 
evening, and once only came out to take some refreshment. He 
taught of the nearness of the kingdom of God and the necessity 
of baptism, and sharply admonished the inhabitants to awaken 
from their lukewarmness and security, that the judgment might 
not come upon them. He also spoke severely against their practice 
of usury, their smuggling-trade and such sins as are common to 
publicans and traders. The people did not contradict, neither 
were they very susceptible, for they were much taken up with 
their trading. A few, however, were deeply touched by His teach- 
ing and were changed. 

At the beginning of the Sabbath, Jesus taught in the synagogue 
at Eleale, on the east side of the Jordan, about a parable of 
swaying branches of trees, which shook off their blossoms and 
bore no fruit. He thereby wished to reproach the inhabitants 
that the greater number of them did not better their lives after 
receiving John’s baptism, and permitted the blossoms of penance 
to be shook off by every wind, without bearing fruit. He chose 
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this parable in particular, because here they lived mostly on fruit- 
culture. They carried the fruit far away, because this was a 
secluded place and way off from the highroad. They also made 
blankets and a great deal of rough embroidery work. 

So far Jesus had not found anyone to contradict Him. The 
people of Dibon and all around greatly loved Him, and said they 
had never yet heard such a teacher, and the old men compared 
Him with the prophets whose teaching they had heard from their 
forefathers. 

When Jesus arrived at Bethjesimoth, some possessed persons 
who were chained together, were being led out of a house into 
the open air. They began to rage and cry out, “Here He comes, 
the Prophet! He wants to drive us away!” Jesus turned towards 
them, commanded them to be silent, their fetters should fall, and 
they should follow Him into the synagogue. Thereupon their 
chains fell by a miracle; they were then perfectly quiet, cast 
themselves down before Jesus, thanked Him and followed Him 
into the synagogue. He taught in parables concerning fruitfulness 
and the cultivation of the vineyard. Afterwards He visited many 
sick persons in their homes and healed them. Jesus healed here 
for the first time since He left the desert. 


Jesus in Silo. 


After that I saw Jesus in Silo, about eight or nine hours 
north of Jerusalem. With His twelve companions He entered a 
house which traveling teachers and prophets had a right to occupy. 
This building was connected with the schools and homes of the 
pharisees and scribes, who had a kind of seminary here. About 
twenty of them, in their long garments and girdles, gathered 
around Jesus. They pretended not to know anything about Him 
and spoke to Him all kinds of sarcasm: How this would be 
now? There were now two baptisms, that of John, and another 
of Jesus, the Son of the carpenter from Galilee; which would then 
be the right baptism? There is also talk that women, too, were 
following the Mother of this carpenter’s Son, for instance, a widow 
and her two sons, and that she journeyed about, and gained 
followers for her Son; “but we are not in need of such innova- 
tions, we have the Promises and the Law,” they said. 

They did not speak to Jesus in this manner so blunt and 
Straight forward, but with a pointed, grinning friendliness. To 
their pointed language He replied: He is the one of whom they 
are speaking. And when they spoke of the voice at His baptism, 
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He reaffirmed it was the voice of His Heavenly Father, who is 
the Father of every one who is sorry for his sins and is regen- 
erated in baptism. 

When they wanted to dispute with Him regarding the law, 
He took them two by two and questioned them like children; He 
placed before them various deep questions from the law, and they 
could not answer them. They were quite ashamed and angry, 
pushed one another, murmured and began to leave. Jesus then 
led them to a covered pit, into which was cast the waste matter 
from the sacrifices. He ordered it to be uncovered and told them 
in a parable, that they were like this pit, interiorly full of refuse 
and corruption, unfit for sacrifice, exteriorly covered up clean. 
Then they left the place enraged. 

In the synagogue Jesus taught much especially regarding the 
reverence due to old age and love toward parents. He taught 
very strictly on this subject; for the people at Silo had from long 
ago the bad custom in their town, to despise their parents in 
their old age and treat them as outcasts. 

When Jesus left Silo, Andrew, Saturnin and the nephews of 
Joseph of Arimathea left Him and went in advance towards 
Galilee. But Jesus came with the other disciples of John to 
Kibzaim for the Sabbath. The people here were good and kind 
and were much in favor of Jesus. 

To this place came also Lazarus with Martha and his old 
servant, furthermore, Johanna Chusa and the son of Simeon, who 
was appointed to greet Jesus at the temple. They were on their 
way to the marriage-feast at Cana, and knew from messages that 
here they would meet Jesus. Whenever they met, Jesus always 
distinguished Lazarus as a specially dear friend; but I never 
heard Him ask: “How is this or that one of your acquaintances 
or relatives ?” 

Lazarus and his companions journeyed from Kibzaim directly 
to Galilee, while Jesus went toward Thebez. The people in 
Thebez were not bad, and did not oppose Jesus, neither were 
they simple and childlike; they were lukewarm, just as well-to-do 
business men often are. When Jesus came to this place, the 
possessed and feeble-minded set up their cry: “Here comes the 
Prophet from Galilee! He has power over us, He will drive us 
out!” He commanded them to keep silent. 

Andrew had now been with his people at Bethsaida, and told 
Peter that he found the Messiah again, and that he would take 
Peter to Him. Andrew, with Saturnin and Joseph’s nephews also 
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went to Nathanael. They spoke much about Jesus, but he did 
not lay much weight on the whole affair. 

Lazarus had brought Martha and Johanna Chusa to the 
Blessed Virgin at Capharnaum. He himself with the bridegroom 
of Cana, and Simeon’s son, journeyed back again to meet the Lord. 
This bridegroom was a grandchild of Sobe, the sister of St. Ann. 
He was not from Cana, but was to marry at Cana and live there. 


First Formal Call of Peter and Philip. 


Andrew with Peter and John came to meet Jesus about six 
hours south of Tiberias. Peter had been with John in the neigh- 
borhood on account of his fishery business. They also intended 
to go to Gennabris. But Andrew now led his brother to Jesus, 
who among other things said to him, “Thou art Simon the son 
of Jona: thou shalt be called Cephas.”” To John He said some- 
thing of meeting again. Hereupon Peter and John journeyed 
toward Gennabris. Andrew stayed with Jesus. 

Jesus came with Andrew in the neighborhood of Tarichaea. 
He did not enter the town of Tarichaea. The inhabitants had 
something dark, repugnant about them, and were very much 
intent upon usury and gain. Lazarus, Saturnin and Simeon’s son 
came here to Jesus and also the bridegroom of Cana. The latter 
invited Jesus and all His companions to his marriage. Andrew 
sent messengers to Philip, to Peter and others, informing them 
that Jesus would go to Capharnaum for the Sabbath, and requested 
them to come there. 

Andrew met Philip and his step-brother, Jonathan. He spoke 
in an animated manner to them, related everything he had seen 
of Jesus, and declared Him to be truly the Messiah. If they 
wished to follow Him, they need not even ask Him about it; they 
should only pay attention, if they sincerely desired it, and He 
would receive them by a sign or word. 

Mary and the holy women were at Capharnaum. Peter, John 
and James the Greater, had already arrived there; also many rela- 
tives and friends of the Holy Family were present, who had been 
invited to the marriage-feast at Cana. 

Jesus lived with Andrew, Saturnin and Lazarus in one house, 
which belonged to the bridegroom, who possessed here a great 
patrimony. As Nathanael was very reserved in his judgment, and 
exerted a great influence over the disciples, they consequently 
held back with a certain reserve, and wavered in their judgment, 
although Andrew had related great things about Jesus. 
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On the Sabbath, when Jesus taught in the synagogue of 
Capharnaum, a remarkably great number of people had assembled 
and all the friends and relatives of Jesus. His teaching was en- 
tirely new and captivating. He spoke of the nearness of the 
kingdom of God, of the light that should not be set under a 
bushel, of the sower, and of faith as a mustard-seed. To these 
parables He gave an entirely new explanation. The parables 
were only short examples and similitudes; from these He drew 
His teachings. I heard more parables in His teaching than are 
given in the Gospel; but these He frequently repeated, but always 
applied them in a different way. 

At the close of the Sabbath, Jesus went with His disciples 
into a small valley, which was a place of seclusion. The sons of 
Mary Cleopha, of Zebedee and other disciples, went with Him. 
But Philip who was timid and humble, hesitatingly stayed back 
and did not know whether he dare go with them into the valley. 
Then Jesus, who was walking before him, turned His head and said 
to him, “Follow Me!” and Philip now joyfully went with the rest. 

Jesus taught in this place beneath a tree about following 
Him and about His mission. Andrew was exceedingly zealous 
and enthusiastic, that the others should be as convinced of the 
Messiah-dignity of Jesus as he was himself. He rejoiced that all 
had been so carried away by the teaching of Jesus on the Sab- 
bath in Capharnaum, and was so full of fervor and enthusiasm, 
that whenever an opportunity presented itself, he would relate 
what he had seen of Jesus’ baptism and other miracles. 

I also heard that Jesus called on heaven to bear witness that 
they would yet see greater things, and that He spoke of His 
mission from His Heavenly Father. 

He spoke also of their following Him: they should be ready; 
when He called them, they should leave everything. He would 
take care of them and they would not suffer want. They may 
Sill pursue their occupation before the Pasch, which was near; 
but when He would call them, they should follow Him uncon- 
cerned. These explanations He made at the simple questions 
of some of the disciples: How they should act regarding their 
own people? for example, Peter remarked, he could surely not 
all at once leave his old step-father, (Philip’s uncle). But Jesus 
relieved them of their anxieties by explaining that He would not 
begin before the Pasch; but that they should give up the attach- 
ment to their occupation; exteriorly they may keep on until He call 
them, meantime, they should make preparation to transfer their 
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business. Afterwards He went out with them to the opposite end 
of the valley toward the dwelling of His Mother between Caphar- 
naum and Bethsaida. The nearest relatives followed aaa their 
mothers were there also. 


Jesus on the Way to Cana. 


The next day Jesus with the disciples and relatives went 
very early toCana. Mary and the other women went the Straight, 
shorter road alone; there was only a narrow path and it led over 
the mountains. The women preferred these paths because here 
they walked more solitary; they were not in need of a wide path, 
because they usually walked in a row one behind the other. 
Preceding and following them at some distance walked a guide. 
Their path ran between south and sunset from Capharnaum. 
Cana is about seven hours’ distant. 

Jesus with His companions made a roundabout way across 
Gennabris, the road was wider and more suited for His teaching; 
for He frequently stood still, pointed out something and explained 
it. Jesus’ path ran further south than Mary’s; from Capharnaum 
it took about six hours to Gennabris, and from there it turned 
westward three hours’ distant to Cana. 

Gennabris was a beautiful town. There was a school there 
and much trading. In a high building outside of the town, 
Nathanael had his office where he did his official writing; there 
were several other houses round about. Nathanael did not come 
to the city, although his friends, the disciples, requested him to 
come. 

Jesus had told Philip to go to Nathanael, and bring him to 
Him on His way. Jesus was received very honorably here in 
Gennabris; the people desired that He remain longer with them 
and take pity on the sick, as He was also their countryman. 
But He soon left for Cana. 

Meantime Philip was with Nathanael in the house where he 
had his office. There were several writers there; he himself sat 
in a room upstairs. Philip was well acquainted with Nathanael- 
and spoke very enthusiastically and joyfully of Jesus: He was 
the Messiah, of whom the prophesies spoke. They now found 
Him, Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of Joseph! 


Meeting of Jesus with Nathanael. 


Nathanael was of a cheerful and lively disposition, but resolute . 
and firm in his opinion, nevertheless very honest and sincere. 
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He said to Philip, “Can anything of good come from Nazareth?” 
for he well knew the reputation of the Nazarines, that there was 
a contradictory spirit among them and not much wisdom in the 
schools. He thought a man who had received his education 
there, could at the most satisfy his good-natured friends, but not 
him with his claim for learnedness. But Philip told him he should 
come and see who He was; He would presently pass by here on 
His way to Cana. 

Then Nathanael went down with Philip, the short distance 
from the house which lay to one side from the highroad leading 
to Cana. Jesus with a few of His disciples stood Still, where this 
path runs into the highroad. Philip was joyful and confidential 
since Jesus had called him, as timid as he had been before; he 
said aloud, approaching Jesus with Nathanael, “Rabbi, here I 
bring him who asked: Can anything of good come from Naza- 
reth?” 

Jesus said to the disciples who stood with Him, as Nathanael 
stepped up to Him, “Behold an Israelite, indeed, in whom there 
is no guile.” Jesus said this very kindly and lovingly, and 
Nathanael said to Him, “Whence knowest Thou me?” By this 
he meant to say: Whence knowest Thou that I am true and 
without guile, as we have never before spoken together? Jesus 
answered, “Before Philip called thee, when thou wast under the 
fig-tree, | saw thee;” and with these words Jesus looked at him 
in a most touching, reminding manner. 

Upon this look, there suddenly awoke in Nathanael the 
remembrance that Jesus was He who had passed by, whose 
earnest, warning gaze had struck him with wonderful strength, 
when standing under a fig-tree on the playgrounds of the hot 
springs; and fighting with temptations when gazing at beautiful 
women, who on one side of the lawn were playing for fruit. 
The power of that look and the victory which Nathanael owed 
to it had remained present to his mind, the image of that Man 
perhaps not; or if he had immediately recognized Jesus, he could 
not imagine that that gaze was intentional. But now, since Jesus 
referred to it and again looked at him penetratingly, he was 
deeply affected and moved; he felt that Jesus passing by at that 
time had read his thoughts and had been for him a protecting 
angel; for he was so pure of.heart, that even an impure thought 
made him very sad. He therefore immediately recognized in 
Jesus his protector and Savior, and this recognition of his thoughts 
by Jesus, was sufficient for his sincere, impulsive and grateful 
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heart, to acknowledge Him immediately with joy before all the 
disciples. Right after those words, he humbled himself before 
Jesus, and said, “Rabbi, Thou art the Son of God, Thou art the 
King of Israel!” 

Jesus then answered, “Because I said unto thee: I saw thee 
under the fig-tree, thou believest; greater things than these shalt 
thou see.” And then He said assertingly to all: “Amen, amen, 
I say to you, you shall see the heaven opened, and the angels of 
God ascending and descending upon the Son of man.” 

The other disciples did not understand the real meaning of 
the words of Jesus about the fig-tree; they did not know why 
Nathanael Chased had so suddenly changed his mind. The 
reason always remained concealed to all as a matter of conscience, 
except to John, to whom Nathanael confided it at the marriage- 
feast of Cana. 

Thereupon Jesus and the disciples continued their journey 
to Cana. Nathanael Chased, however, went home to get ready 
for the marriage-feast where he arrived the next morning. 

To be continued. 


DODO SO HS 


How Can We be Apostles of the Sacred Heart? 
By Rev. P. Matheo. 





ET the “‘Adveniat Regnum — Thy Kingdom Come!” be 
often on your lips and in your hearts. Jesus must reign! 
He wills to reign! He has said so repeatedly to Blessed 
Margaret Mary. “Fear nothing, my daughter, for My 
reign will come. Only believe! and thou shalt witness the power 
of My Heart in the splendor of My love! ... Notwithstanding My 
enemies and all who oppose Me, | shall reign.” 

If you are a faithful disciple of your Master, you, too, will 
understand this lesson. This word will become your life’s watch- 
word: “He shall reign!” Yes, I hold His promise... He shall 
reign! But our Lord desires us to aid Him in bringing about 
His reign. This is the aim of the great undertaking: the Enthrone- 
ment of the Sacred Heart in every family, every home, from the 
cottages of the poor to the mansions of the great... every- 
where .. . everywhere... 

To accomplish this aim, we need apoStles. It is not men of 
genius, of literary achievement, or of learning that we need, but 
apostles; supernatural apostles who see things only through the 
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light of the tabernacle. The firm basis of all apostleship is love. 
To be a true apostle, one must love. Such a one must so merge 
his personality in the soul and the Heart of Jesus Christ, King 
of love, that when he acts or speaks, it is Jesus Christ who does 
soinhim. Then all becomes possible ... all becomes easy. As 
for me, I declare that I believe in no wisdom nor in any light 
of human intelled; I believe only in Jesus Christ and in His Heart. 

When our work began, and when as yet we had neither 
booklets nor leaflets, a little girl of ten, used to rise three times 
a week between eleven and midnight, to work for the Sacred 
Heart. In the solitude of her small room, kneeling, with blistered 
and often bleeding knees, she copied for the Enthronement 
hundreds of letters in three strange languages. She had to trace 
carefully letter by letter of each word. But we cannot calculate 
the amount of good that effort of love and suffering was to pro- 
duce in other hearts. Each word was like a flaming arrow that 
sped swiftly and surely to its mark. 

A young girl of noble family, in very delicate health, has 
been canvassing the country near her home since last year. In 
all weathers she is out, trying to win families to the Sacred Heart. 
The result of her efforts has been great. 

And my poor beggar-woman of seventy-five! — for I count 
amongst my apostles, beggar-women as well as great ladies — 
the thought of her excites and encourages me when I feel weary 
and ill. She has taken as her portion the working classes, and 
she does wonders. But the price she pays is complete self- 
abnegation. One evening she came to see me through torrents 
of rain. “What a condition you are in!” I exclaimed — 

“Oh, yes, Father! I am a little wet, it is true. But what 
does that matter?” 

“How will you get dry?” 

“Oh, I will find a place with a kind neighbor! And even if 
I die of it. Well! that does not trouble me, if only His Kingdom 
come !” 

Ah! our Lord can do great things with the help of little souls, 
when those little souls are obedient to His calling, and especially 
when they know how to forget themselves. 


B31 SS 
REMARK. — Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, according to 


the decrees of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the 
Church has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 
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Mater Dolorosa. 





Out of doors the storm rages and the rain pours 
in torrents. No one except compelled by neces- 
SM sity would venture forth from his protecting 
(9 fe home in such weather. The church is dark and 

' £4) silent. Only there on the altar before an image 
of the Mother of Sorrows, the lights still burn, and a few lonely 
persons kneel in prayer. It is an ancient miraculous image of 
the Sorrowful Mother which is here being venerated; a simple 
wood-carving by the hand of an unknown sculptor. The Mother 
of God beneath the Cross holds the Body of her Son in her arms» 
and the anguish depicted on her pale face seems to say, “See 
if there be any sorrow like to my sorrow.” 

The candles before this image are lighted by the faithful, 
and they are extinguished neither day nor night. At all seasons 
of the year, the flowers brought by suppliants shed their fragrance 
round Our Lady of Dolors. Thousands and thousands come 
hither with grief-stricken hearts to the Mother of Sorrows, and no 
one, it is said, has ever left her unconsoled. 

In the deepening gloom, a lady enters the Dolorous Mother 
chapel. The rustling of her silken skirts is distinctly audible as she 
passes up the aisle. A soft elegant fur presses caressingly about her 
slender figure, while a black veil hides the youthful beauty of her 
pale countenance. She lights a candle before the image of Mary 
Sorrowful, takes a costly bouquet of white roses from her attending 
servant, and places it in a vase upon the altar. Then she kneels 
on a prie-dieu and buries her face in her hands. 

For a long time she kneels absorbed in prayer. Presently 
she hears a low, plaintive sound, the sobbing of a child. Like 
a flash, something is recalled to her mind — it is not long since 
she heard that familiar cry. In spirit she sees the feverish face 
of her dying child, his pleading outstretched hands, and hears 
his voice: “Help me, mother! Oh, help me!” But disconsolate 
mother! she is unable to help! She must look on while her 
darling fearfully struggles with death, and in her own bosom she 
experiences in a thousandfold torture, the last agony of her 
lovely child. 

Medical skill has been exhausted to save this precious life. 
Whatever human aid could offer has been tried, but it serves 
only to increase the child’s torture. Full of fear, his eyes con- 
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tinually seek his mother, and again and again the twitching 
lips plead, “O mother, help me!... You always helped me 
before ...Help me, now, mother!” 

The child’s pleading lacerates the mother’s heart. “Oh, my 
dear, poor darling,” she cries in unspeakable anguish, “I am not 
able to help you! I would die a thousand times for you, if it 
were possible!” 

Vividly she sees before her eyes the trembling little figure 
which she then carried in her arms while her heart was wrung 
with anxiety and grief. Again she hears the death-rattle, and 
short heavy breath. She sees the bosom of her child sink in, 
his eyes grow dim, twitching passes through his tender frame, and 
his head sinks upon her breast. The last struggle, the death- 
agony is over. 

And there he lies in his casket, surrounded with white spring 
blossoms. Himself like a lovely bud plucked for the garden of 
God. A happy, blissful peace rests on his face, but a short time 
before convulsed with pain. A breath of transfiguration hovers 
over the little corpse. The wild passion of grief is silent in 
presence of death’s solemn stillness. 

For two days and two nights the mother, silent and tearless, 
tarries by the casket of her darling. No words could persuade 
her to depart from this her last, ah, so painful comfort! When 
at length the lid of the coffin is closed, shutting from view the 
dearest she possessed on earth, her strength totally deserts her. 
Overwhelmed by her grief, she is seized by dark despair, and 
is forcibly led away. 


Once More the Childish Sobbing. 


Months have passed since then. To her they seemed as so 
many years. In her mind she lives over again those painful 
hours, and here prostrate before the image of the Mother of 
Sorrows, she once more experiences the full bitterness of her 
grief. Her tears flow without restraint. .. Then once more the sound 
of childish sobbing falls on her ears, that sound which had so 
suddenly awakened all her sad remembrances. She raises her 
head. Crouched on the floor beside her is a woman in tattered 
rags, holding a weeping child in her arms. 

The lady clad in silk and fur, looks down with envy on the 
poor mother who presses her infant to her bosom, vainly en- 
deavoring to soothe him with her kisses. “Oh, happy are you,” 
she thinks, “how rich compared to me! You have your child!” 





Mary’s words: “I kiss the w ounds of my dearest Son and my God. I salute my own Child, I embrace 
my Son’s body, I kiss His most sweet mouth, His eyes, His face, His hands and feet, and His most Precious 
Blood so cruelly and unjustly shed. O my Son, my most sweet and dearest Son, I honor Thee i in Thy death. 
See the sword has pierced my heart theouah and through, see my wound, my Son and my God.’ 

According to St. Ephrem. 
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At that instant the beggar lifts her eyes, and thinks as she views 
the gorgeous apparel of the stately lady near her, “Oh, happy 
are you! You know nothing of poverty and want — how rich 
you are compared to me!” 

Their eyes meet. Both women weighed down with sorrow 
and affliction, both torn with grief, both seeking aid here from 
the Mother of Sorrows, and yet—how different. The noble 
lady reads the whole history, and reaching into her purse, she 
hands her an alms. Surprised, almost frightened, the poor woman 
looks up — it is a gold coin that she holds in her hand, larger 
than any she ever possessed, or even saw. She supposes it 
must be an oversight and is about to return it; but the lady with 
a wave of her hand, bids her keep it, as she willingly gave the coin. 

The poor woman seizes the hand of her noble benefactress, 
and her heart overflows with gratitude as she covers it with 
kisses. She raises her eyes! Ah, that glance bespeaks a world 
of happiness, of hope, of newly-awakened pleasure in life. By 
means of this liberal gift she can satisfy her child’s hunger, and 
find care for many days and weeks. She folds her hands, and a 
prayer of thanksgiving, more fervent than had ever fallen from 
her lips, is offered to the Mater Dolorosa before she leaves the 
church. Now she knows it is true: no one leaves this place 
unconsoled. 

For the first time since her child’s death, the wealthy lady 
feels something like joy thrill her heart. She realizes that her 
life is not entirely void of happiness. She can Still lavish benefits 
and make others happy; her noble heart will find a balm for its 
wounds in doing good. 

Out of doors the storm still rages, and the rain pours, as the 
few solitary figures kneel in silent prayer before the image of the 
Mother of Sorrows. The lady bows her head, and for the first 
time prays with resignation to the Divine will, which has robbed 
her of what was dearest to her, and sweet peace steals into her 
grief-torn soul. She, too, has found comfort before the image 
of the Mater Dolorosa, the Mother of Sorrows. 


oo 
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as the one who had always remained in posses- 
sion of sanctifying grace. The Immaculate Vir- 
gin had been adorned with the most sublime 
gifts of grace. From the very beginning of her 
existence she had been pleasing to God. “Con- 
gratulate me, all you who love me, and rejoice that | pleased 
God from my infancy.”— With these words our Lady invites us, 
on the feast of her Presentation, to praise her for the exalted 
graces she had received from the Most High. 

“The Lord is with thee!” continued the angel. The Lord 
was with Mary in a very special, peculiar manner, in preserving 
her from original sin, and adorning her with sanctifying grace 
from the first moment of her conception. Mary was ever united 
with God. Never was there a time in which she was not united 
to Him by grace. 

However, this union with God was to become sill more 
intimate. The angel’s message had a Still deeper signification. 
In eternal wisdom and goodness, the Blessed Trinity decreed 
that the second Person of the Divinity should assume human 
nature, in order to save man by atoning for his sins. God 
sought for a creature who would be worthy to become the 
Mother of His only-begotten Son. His divine eyes rested with 
complacency on the pure, humble Virgin of Nazareth. 

“Behold,” said the angel to Mary, “thou shalt conceive and 
shalt bring forth a Son, and thou shalt call His name Jesus” 
(Luke i. 31). Mary asked how this could be possible on account 
of her vow of virginity, and the angel replied, “The Holy Ghost 
shall come upon thee, and the power of the Most High shall 
overshadow thee” (i. 35). At that moment God effected in Mary 
the wonderful mystery of the Incarnation, and thenceforth He 
was with her in a very special manner. Mary is the chosen one, 
the ele& Daughter of the Heavenly Father, the purest Spouse 
of the Holy Ghost, the most worthy Mother of the Divine Son. 
What union can be more intimate than that of mother and 
child? Truly, the Lord is with Mary! 

For thirty years our Lord associated most intimately with 
Mary, His stainless Mother, at Nazareth. What joy! What bliss! 
How many blessings and graces our Blessed Lady derived from 
this daily intercourse with Jesus! But as Mary was to be the 
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perfect likeness of our Savior in all things, she was spared neither 
trials nor tribulations. Yea, she even suffered more than any 
human being. Great as the sea was her sorrow. However, it is 
said of Joseph of Egypt that the Lord descended with him into 
prison, and did not abandon him when he was in fetters; thus 
He was also with Mary in affliction and suffering, that she faithfully 
persevered beneath the Cross. She suffered willingly because she 
had surrendered her will entirely to the will of God. 

“The Lord be with you!” Holy Church frequently calls out 
to us in every holy Mass. Could our solicitous Mother, the 
Church, wish her children anything better? The Lord was with 
us when we received baptism; He remains with us as long as we 
are in the state of grace. But He is with us more intimately, in 
a more perfect manner, when He enters our heart by Holy Com- 
munion. What a wonderful favor is this for fallen human creatures! 
O privileged soul, the angels gaze on you and exclaim: “The 
Lord is with thee! He who created heaven and earth rests in 
thy bosom! He who has sustained the universe for thousands 
of years dwells in thy heart!” What then need you fear? God 
Almighty is with you! His wisdom directs you. His Providence 
watches over you. Ought you not feel secure, and cast away all 
discouragement? “For though | shall walk in the midst of the 
shadow of death,” says the psalmist, “I will fear no evils, for 
Thou art with me” (Ps. xxii. 4). 

If the Lord is with you, you may be certain of His grace 
and blessing. This is the truest happiness of man. Holy Church 
can therefore wish us nothing holier, than: The Lord be with 
you! Let us hold firmly to God by sanctifying grace. Oh! may 
the day never come when we mutt sorrowfully lament with the 
aged man in holy Scripture, “Who will grant me that I might 
be as I was in the days of my youth, when the Almighty was 
with me” (Job xxix. 2, 5). 

May the angel’s salutation, “The Lord is with thee,” remind 
us constantly to beseech Mary for her intercession, that our Lord 
may likewise be with us and remain with us; and that we may 
belong to Him during our mortal life and throughout eternity. 
Imitation of Mary’s humility and eens to the divine will, 
will lead us to this. 
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St. Joseph a Powerful naga 
in Every Need. 


St. Joseph, Patron of a Happy Death. 
()): readers have certainly in their various necessities, 
| 





often venerated and invoked dear St. Joseph, but espe- 

| cially for the mo important affair, a happy death, as 

St. Joseph himself died in the arms of Jesus and Mary. 

Numberless incidents of his miraculous help sanction our con- 
fidence in St. Joseph’s intercession as patron of a good death. 

Joseph Carvalho of Brazil, was a student of the Jesuit college 
in Feldkirch. He descended from the family of that Pombal, who 
by his unjust persecution of the Portuguese Jesuits had gained 
such sad notoriety. When this young man returned to his home 
in Brazil, he was striken by consumption, and for a long time 
lay ill in the home of his guardian. 

All indications pointed to his approaching death; but his 
guardian, an embittered enemy of the Church, would not consent 
to have a priest come. Joseph Carvalho begged earnestly for the 
favor of a Catholic priest, but his guardian replied, “Under no 
condition will I permit a Catholic priest to see you. You can die 
just as well without the sacraments.” 

What could the patient do? There was no alternative for 
him but to take refuge to his patron, St. Joseph. The young 
man prayed fervently in this dire necessity, and amid fear and 
hope expected his final dissolution. Lo! one day a merchant 
asked to see the sick youth. His request was granted and after 
he had spoken to the boy a short time, he discovered himself 
as a Catholic priest and religious. 
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“I have heard of your distress,” said the disguised religious, 
“and that you long so ardently for a Catholic priest. I have come 
to hear your confession.” The patient was deeply moved. He 
made his confession with sentiments of great devotion, and died 
the following day. Throughout eternity he could then express 
his gratitude to dear St. Joseph. 


Conscience Enlightened. 


A Venetian merchant was accustomed to pray daily before 
an image of St. Joseph, which had been inlaid in a wall. To 
reward this devotion the saint appeared to him in his last illness. 
Upon beholding his blessed patron the dying man’s conscience 
was so enlightened, that he immediately knew exactly all the sins 
of his life, and the greatness of their guilt. At the same time 
he experienced a most extraordinary sorrow for all his sins, with 
the sweetest hope of pardon. The dying merchant made a con- 
trite confession to the priest who was present, received absolution 
and soon after, consoled and resigned to the will of God, yielded 
his soul into the hands of his Maker. 


St. Joseph, a Teacher of Prayer. 


Prayer and meditation are the nourishment of the interior 
life. We should, therefore, venerate St. Joseph, that he may obtain 
for us the grace to be faithful to these two practices, and perform 
them in the proper manner. St. Teresa says, “Let a person who 
has no guide to direct him in the ways of prayer and meditation 
take St. Joseph for his master, and he will recognize the right 
path and reach his destiny.” 

Father Barry relates: “A religious, as she herself told me, 
desired to be freed from her distractions at prayer. In order to 
obtain this grace, she felt urged to take refuge to St. Joseph. She 
did so with great devotion, and she received the gift of prayer 
in a high degree.” 


St. Joseph, a Guide on the Way. 


A lay brother, of the Benedictine monastery of Montserrat, Spain, 
was accustomed to venerate with special devotion, St. Joseph on 
his flight into Egypt. The hardships and extreme poverty which 
St. Joseph endured when he fled with Jesus and Mary excited 
his deepest compassion. Once this brother was returning to his 
monastery from a distant place. Darkness had already set in and 
yet the monastery was far away. Suddenly he notices he has 
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wandered from the right path and is surrounded by precipices. 
Would he be obliged to spend the night in the open air, a prey 
to the wild beasts? 

All at once he sees before him a man, leading an ass. A 
woman of most charming and noble appearance sits on the ani- 
mal’s back, and in the arms of this Mother reposes a lovely 
Child. The monk immediately goes to meet the stranger and 
inquires about the way. His joy at being near these remarkable 
travelers increases still more, and is mingled with sweet comfort 
when the man tells him to follow him, promising to guide him 
to the monastery. 

During the journey the conversation is full of a wonderful 
charm, which brings great comfort to the lay brother. But 
scarcely do they arrive at the monastery when suddenly the guide 
with his family vanish from the lay brother’s sight and could be 
discovered nowhere. 

But in the heart of the monk, there came a glad conviction 
that his holy patron, St. Joseph, had been the guide, who had thus 
rewarded him for so faithfully venerating his flight into Egypt. 





A superior from Indiana writes : Most cheerfully do we renew “Tabernacle 
and Purgatory” for the next three years. This magazine is a “Jewel” and is 
appreciated by the community. Would that its circulation would find its course 
into every convent and secular home. The Enthronement of the Sacred Heart 
was introduced in our parish by the Rev. Pastor, and all families have responded. 


FLORIDA: I wish to say that I think ‘“‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’’ the best 
magazine in the country. I certainly take great pleasure in reading it and wish you 
every success. 


PHILADELPHIA: Ingratitude is a serious offence, and I must confess to 
being ungrateful when I do not keep my subscription paid up. No money can 
pay for the value received within the pages of “Tabernacle and Purgatory,” 
which is sufficient reason why one should not forget the small subscription for 
such a valuable work. 


KANSAS: It is just like a messenger from heaven. It fills one with great rev- 
erence and devotion for daily Mass and for Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, and oh! it 
is such a consolation. May God bless your noble work. 


MARYLAND: It is impossible to tell the good accomplished in my family 
through this book, encouraging some, in&truéting all. 


ST. LOUIS: Since you were so kind as not to increase the subscription price, I 
am enclosing an extra dollar to increase mine. 





CONTENTS — MARCH, 1920. 


Mystery of Our Savior’s Passion and Death. — The Dearest Book. — Why Mary 
had to Share in the Sufferings of Our Savior. — Jesus Returns from His Forty Days’ 
Fast. — How Can We be Apostles of the Sacred Heart ? — Mater Dolorosa. — The 
Lord is with Thee. — St. Joseph a Powerful Helper in Every Need. 


For the Months of March and April 


In the Splendor of the Morning Sun. 4 priest writes: ‘‘I 
am glad you have published two booklets on Holy Mass. ‘In 
the Splendor of the Morning Sun’ is a timely publication that 
will inspire the attentive reader to assist at Mass zealously and 
as often as possible, even under difficulties.” English or Ger- 
man, 10 @ per copy; $8.00 per 100 


God Himself Our Sacrifice js indeed a charming booklet. When 
I read it I resolved from henceforth to say Mass with more 
devotion. It does a priest a world of good to read such a brochure. 
It will do wonders when the good Catholic people get hold of it. 
May God bless you.” 10 @ per copy; $8.00 per 100 


The Guard of Honor and the Holy Hour. 4 neat little 
brochure of 64 pages, intended to lead souls to console the Heart 
of Jesus abandoned on our altars by the practice of the Guard 
of Honor and the Holy Hour. To spread this devotion the price 
is exceedingly low. English or German, 5 @ each; $4.00 per 100 


The Rosary, My Treasure. A Monsignor writes: ‘‘This is 
one of your most useful booklets.” A treasure it is, and it will 
prove a wonderful aid to help you pray the Rosary devoutly, and 
to say it often, yes, daily. 10 @ per copy; $8 00 per 100 


Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows. Privileged souls and 
lovers of Mary love to nourish a tender devotion to Mary sor- 
rowful Reflections and prayers contained in this booklet will 
draw you to ‘Remember the sorrows of your Mother,” — a 
devotion most pleasing to our Lord, and most suited for the 
sorrows of our own heart. 5 @ per copy; $4.00 per 100 


Go to Joseph, the Foster-father of Jesus. A remarkable 
booklet. The grandeur, power and goodness of this dear saint 
are most interestingly explained in its pages. English or Ger- 
man, 10 @ per copy; $8.00 per 100 


Devotions to St. Joseph contains a selection of beautiful 
prayers and devotions to St. Joseph of whom St. Teresa said, 
“‘He has never refused my request.” Both booklets will be 
welcomed by all clients of St. Joseph, especially during March 
and April. English or German, 5 @ per copy; $4.00 per 100 


We have on hand a quantity of back numbers of “Tabernacle and Purgatory.” 
Each booklet contains edifying and valuable reading. Will send on request 
at six cents per copy. Address: 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 





Adoration Book of the Blessed Sacrament 


“It isa work, I am confident, that will do a great deal 
of good, as it is the only one of the kind we have for the 


particular service for which it was adapted.”’ 
— M. F. Burke, Bishop of St. Joseph. 


‘Your ‘Adoration Book of the Blessed Sacrament’ is 
a mine of thought, a treasure-store of gems. It ought to 
be in the hands of every lover of the Holy Eucharist.” 

— Rev. F. Reuter, Author of *‘ Readings and Reflections for the Holy Hour.” 


Excellent for Private visits to the Blessed Sacrament, for Forty Hours Devotion, 
for the Holy Hour, for Sunday afternoon services. 


Printed on fine quality paper. DE LUXE edition. Size 5x7 1-2 in. 
400 pages. Real leather, red edges, $2.50; gold edges, $3.00 


Make Your Home Attractive 


by adorning it with images of our dear Lord and His heavenly Mother; they will 
draw special blessings on your family. Choose from the following pictures: — 
The Last Supper 20 x 32 in. 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, full figure 18 x 28 ” 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, bust 15 x 19 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, bust 1X 14 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Pleading | With renewal 8 x 12 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Reigning | of Consecration8 x 12 

Sacred Héart of Jesus | : , 17 X 21 

Sacred Heart of Mary{ ©°™panion pictures |, 4, ° 

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 18 x 26 

Mother Most Sorrowful 14 X 22 

Mother Most Amiable ° 16 x 25 

Mother Most Admirable 10°X 14 

Agony of Our Lord 16 x 24 

Ecce Homo 14 X 19 

The Holy Face 16 x 21 

St. Joseph in Glory 18 x 24 

Death of St. Joseph 15 X 22 
Angel Guardian 10} 


Pictures will be blessed upon request 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 
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For Canada, Ireland and England 75 cents 
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There was no pamphlet issued in 


April 1920. It was not until 


the following year - commencing 


with MAY 1920, that the 





magazine was published monthly. 








